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MERC RANTMI RE oa: “Mrector of Central Intelligence 


SUBIECT: tied Reconnaissance of Indonesia 
qi Kis understood that you have conclude thet recen- 


miseance of Indonesia is immediately necessary. it is alee understood 


you plan to indicate to Mir. Gilpatric your preference for S4°< to 
accompli¢h this job with their U-2 assets rather than by meane of 
the IDEALIST capability, 


é. There are two major considerations you may wish to 
take into account before proceeding along the foregoing line, namely: 


Be the effect of accomplishiag this mission 
with IDEALIST agsete in the context of ether ebligations 
ia ‘cuba and the Far East, and 


b. The operational aad political implications 
of 24° undertaking this assignment, 


4, “ith regard ta the first of thease we have careful) 


asengsed whether deployisg one of the U-28 te 
25X1 the Philippines ees jeopardise our ability to carry out 


var present and foreseeable obligations in these areas. It is my Canm- 
slusion that there would be ne jeopardy immediately ta our ability to 
meet the requirements in these areas. Two Planes would remain in 

25X1 [_jana the forecaat for August by no means overextends these 

asgets. Ifa U-2 were deployed to the Philippines, it would he able 

to operate againet North /ietnam at the present authorized level, 
i.g., one mission per month, even aa we did in Decamber 1966 and 
January 1961. This, of course, would relieve 
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af the North Vietnam responsibility. It ie trae that the major support 
elerments would bave to be drawn fram Edwards, with some support 


25X1 [__________]#hich would not jeopardize the operational capability 


in eupport of the two remaiaing aircraft. It would bef asible te pro- 
vide operational and logistics sapport fram Edwards th 
limited eugmentetion from headquarters for @ limited time, on the 
oyder of four to six weeks. [ft should be recognized, however, that 
weve @ new crisie to arise in sorne other part of the world requiring 
{OERALIST capability, or if the Cubes coverage would have to be mark- 
adly increased, we would ao longer have adequate aasets to deal with 
ahi requirements. 


4, Yhe ¢cecand question deale with operational and political 
factore inherent in the performance of thie mission by the military. it 
ahoald be ucted bere that the SAC U-2 capability (7-576) would almost 
certainly, w¢ know from previous experience in Indonesia and in « like 
limate in Marth Vietnam, produce contraila across the lower altitatie 
profile, namely, 67,000 feet. In these latitudes aear the equater, con- 
densatian traile at extrernely high altitudes are s year around phenomenon. 

A oe Thoagh a shoot-down is most unlikely, on the political side 
the contingency must be anticipated that some catastrophy would land a 
tie2 in the hands of the Indonesians or that it would be positively identified 
as each fram vieuel sightings. “hile repercussions in either of these 

caged can be anticipated, it would be asversy to sur interests, If seenie 
| io me, were the plane to be clearly labelled as 5A, ami were the pilot 
to he a member of the United States military. The effect might be aile- 
 vlated somewhat by a cover stery which hes aut as yet been consirucies. 
the cover story, however good, would stand little chance againet the 
indonesian outcry. LUEALIST assets were last employed over Indonesia 
in the sgring 1958. Several changes in the Indonesian defense posture 
have occurred gince that time. Frincipal among which are the addition 

ef bigh-performaace fighter sircraft (MIG lve, IG 199) te their inven- 

tory, 28 well as the addition of e limited radar tracking capability. 
bs ' “ite acither of these development pose an irarmediate threat ta the 

e gervivability of either the SAC I-37 U-~2s or our own, their existance 

dves provide the Indonesians with the capebility of making 4a airborne 
positive identification of the aircraft by type. Io addition to a pansible 
‘yradar track, there ie 1@ Brown Gi or Airborne-Intercept capability 
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in the hands of the Indonesians at this moment; although it doee agt 
seein unreasonable to aseume that if they were planning a major 
ailitary offenaive, these critical weapons and assete could not ba 
supplied by the Soviet in short order. 


ie it would seen: to me that in the immediate period 

ahend extending through 17 Auguat, the wisest couree, in the intereets 
ai preserving the essentially covert nature af the recounaigeance, 
would be to etretch our capability and accomplish the assigorment 

with the understanding at this tirne that plane should be developed 

now to provide for the follawing contingent course of action: That 

at such time ag the operational requirement exceeded the available 
IDEALIST assets in place in the Philippines, additional sapport in 


terre of aircraft and related materiel be provided es 
“A fo OLA with operational contyol remaining in our hands, 


7. nm the ather hand if military and political developments 
in indoneele vis-a-vis Yeat Irian break wide open and involve direct 
roilitery action on the 2 dsnesis versus Molland, 
and the requirement (or recon- 
sisGance® be turned directly over to the Air Force for thers ta dige 
charge with whatever equipments they deem necessary and operatin< 
frat whatever bases are available to them proximate to the area of 
hoatilities. 


eT TITS 


FAtES A, CUNNINGHAM, TR. 
Acting Deputy Director 
Ragearch) 
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